







Education Policy on Academic Achievement in East Asia 





Since 2000, with the implementation of the Programme for International Student Assessment of 
Achievement (PISA) by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), academic 
Achievement has become one of the central issues in education policy. Countries and regions in East Asia 
have taken a keen interest in PISA-type Academic Achievement. 21st century academic Academic, as 
represented by PISA, have been reflected in national and regional academic policies. 
On the other hand, because each country and region in East Asia has a different political system and 
social-cultural background, the process and content of absorbing the "PISA-type academic " and the 
reflecting in the formation of academic policy have different characteristics. This paper examines the 
impact of PISA on academic policies in East Asia, with a focus on China and Japan, from two perspectives: 
"Changes in Academic Perceptions" and " Academic achievement disparity ". 
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『面向 21 世紀教育振興行動計画』（「21 世紀に向けた教育振興
行動計画」）(1998) 
『普通高中課程方案和語文等 15 学科課程標準（実験）』（普通高
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Development of EFL Speaking Performance in the Japanese 
Context 





Japanese EFL learners face challenges in speaking fluent and accurate English due to various cognitive, 
linguistic and affective factors. This paper explores the factors affecting EFL speaking skills as well as 
speaking performance with a review of literature. Based on this review, the paper argues that the quality 
of speaking instruction needs to be mainly focused on through improving the teaching techniques with 
creating links between teacher-guided learning and learners-initiated activities outside class. Finally, the 
paper concludes with insights into the teaching and learning of EFL speaking skills in the Japanese 
context. 
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１．
In Japan, learning outcomes have been 
surprisingly poor, especially in terms of speaking 
skills, despite a relatively long history of English 
education. Although the overall failure of English 
education in Japan has been reported and 
addressed, several researchers have agreed that 
it is most difficult for Japanese learners to 
acquire speaking abilities (Ellis, 1991; Farooq, 
2005; Roger, 2008; Takanashi, 2004). For 
instance, Ellis (1991) pointed out that, as English 
speakers, Japanese high school and college 
graduates are incompetent especially in terms of 
sociolinguistic competence. Farooq (2005) argued 
that in real-world situations, and even at a 
survival level, Japanese EFL learners have 
serious difficulties communicating with English 
native speakers. Scores on the newly developed 
TOEFL iBT, which was designed to provide 
speaking evaluation, also suggested that 
Japanese learners experience fundamental 
English oral communication problems (ETS, 
2009). Hidasi (2004) suggested possible causes 
that could have a detrimental effect on the 
learning of foreign languages. This included a 
lack of real-world intercultural communicative 
competence (ICC) exposure and differences in 
Japanese ways of thinking that play a major role 
in communication behavior. Ellis (1991) 
examined the inability of Japanese learners to 
gain sociolinguistic competence in English and 
how certain features identified in Japanese 
communication styles by researchers can affect 
their spoken English. In comparison with those of 
native English speakers, they identified the 
general features of these types. These included 
becoming less vocal and more likely in 
intercultural encounters to use silence and back-
channeling devices. This means that there may 
be strong cultural factors that affect the English-
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